Head Start
Administrative Agency:  US Office of Head Start, Administration for Children and Families.  All Head Start programs in New York City are licensed by the NYC Department of Health.  Most Head Start programs in the rest of the state provide full day services and/or wrap around child care so they are licensed by the NYS Office of Children and Family Services.

Funding:  NYS Head Start programs receive approximately $428.5 million per year in federal funding.  This amount does not include funds for the technical assistance network, contract management and administration, the system of program review and monitoring.  The federal government directly funds organizations that offer Head Start programs.  In most counties, there is a single grantee agency that is typically a, not-for-profit community-based organization.  In 43 counties, the grantee agency is a community action agency.  In some areas, the grantee agency will sub contract with another organization to provide services in a particular area.  In New York State, one grantee and two delegate agencies are school districts.  In New York City, the super grantee is the NYC Administration for Children Services, which provides no direct services and subcontracts with 81 delegate agencies.  In addition, there are 17 additional grantee agencies in NYC.  Of these, 11 also are ACS delegate agencies. 
Program Description: Established by Congress in 1965 Head Start is a federally funded preschool educational program designed to meet the needs of low-income children and their families. The overall goal of Head Start is to increase school readiness of children through the delivery of comprehensive services to children and their families. These comprehensive services include: research-based early childhood programming, health screening and follow up services, services for children with disabilities, family involvement services, and the linking of community resources to meet family and child needs. All Head Start services are responsive and appropriate to each child and family’s developmental, cultural, and linguistic characteristics. Most Head Start programs provide center-based services, although some programs in rural areas provide services through a home-based model.  Until recently, most Head Start programs provided part-day services.  Since implementation or welfare reform, many Head Start programs have moved to an extended day format.  Funding for extending the day and year of services has come from Head Start and through blending child care and Universal Prekindergarten funding.
Eligibility:  3-5 year old children from families living at or below the federal poverty level (currently $13,690 for a family of 2 and $20,650 for a family of four).  Head Start programs must serve most in need first, but ten percent of their enrollment can be over the income eligibility guidelines.  A minimum of ten percent of Head Start enrollment should be children with disabilities.  However, most programs exceed that percentage.  l 
Enrollment:  New York Head Start programs have 45,745 slots and served 53,146 during the 2005-06 program year.  Of these at enrollment, 22,125 were 3 years of age, 29,153 were four, and 1,574 were 5 years old.  18,182 were of Hispanic origin and 34,964 were non-Hispanic. 971 were American Indian, 2,014 were Asian, 15,073 were African American, 17, 151 were White, 3,352 were bi- or multi-racial, 753 other, and 13, 749 were of a unspecified race.  
 Note:  In addition, to the programs described above there is a also a Migrant Head Start program in New York State that operates 17 program sites and both the Mohawk and Seneca Nations operate Tribal Head Start programs.
Early Head Start

US Office of Head Start, Administration for Children and Families.  All center-based Early Head Start programs in New York City are licensed by the NYC Department of Health.  Center-based programs in the rest of the state are licensed by the Office of Children and Family Services provided they serve children for more than two and a half hours a day, five days per week.  Home-based programs are not licensed.
Funding:  39 programs receive approximately $42 million each year of direct federal funding.   Of New York’s 39 programs, 13 are located in New York City and 29 are located in the rest of the state. The sponsoring organization for the 39 Early Head Start programs include 18 Community Action Agencies and 21 other community-based non-profit organizations.  
Program Description:  Early Head Start was established under the 1994 Head Start Reauthorization Act to serve low-income pregnant women and families with infants and toddlers. It is a two-generation program designed to provide high-quality child and family development.  The program is family centered, community based and designed to enhance children's physical, social, emotional, and intellectual development. 68 Early Head Start programs began providing services in 1995, the program has now grown to a nationwide effort of 708 programs serving 61,500 children.  As with Head Start, which serves children 3-5 years of age and their families, Early Head Start provides child development services through center-based, home-based, and combination of program options.  While the vast majority of Head Start programs offer center-based services, approximately half of all Early Head Start programs provide services based on a home visiting model. Services include:  high quality early education in and out of the home; family support services; home visits; parenting education; comprehensive health and mental health services, including services for pregnant and post-partum women; nutrition; child care; and ongoing support for parents through case management and peer support. 
Eligibility:  Pregnant women and families with children birth to three years of age living at or below the poverty level are eligible for services.   
Enrollment:  New York Early Head Start programs have 3,808 slots and served 5,805 pregnant women and children during the 2005-06 program year.  Of these at enrollment, 863 were pregnant women, 1,308 were under 1 years of age, 1,529 were one years old, 1,771 were 2 years old, and 334 were 3 years old.  1,972 were of Hispanic origin and 3,833 were non-Hispanic. 79 were American Indian, 145 were Asian, 1,350 were African American, 2,491 were White, 601 were bi- or multi-racial, 6 other, and 95 were of a unspecified race.  
